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Christian County CEO is a transformational educational 

experience using our community’s best resource-its people 

to connect with its best hope for a vibrant future-its youth. 



 

 

From Our Facilitator 

At the beginning of this school year, nine Christian County students 

from four school districts, began their journey as members of the 

very first CEO class. These nine individuals are intelligent, 

multitalented, high energy, curious, thoughtful and they are very 

hard workers! They have set an extremely high bar for all future 

students that follow them. 

 

I believe that CEO stands out as a comprehensive educational 

experience for our students, because of the partnerships we enjoy 

with our local communities, education and business leaders. All 

have worked tirelessly and cooperatively together to provide 

students with an exceptional opportunity to practice and implement 

21st century learning skills and create their own personal 

businesses, before they graduate from high school! 

 

In my opinion, CEO is the very best investment that can be made 

in the economic future of Christian County. Whether you have 

assisted the CEO program as a board member, investor, mentor, 

class speaker, allowed us to tour your business, hosted our class 

for a classroom, the students and I would like to say that we 

appreciate what you’ve done for the CEO program and we want to 

collectively say “Thank You!!” 

 

 

Dick Adams 

CEO Facilitator 

 



 

 

Mission, Vision and Culture 
 

Mission Statement 

To provide comprehensive educational experience for the community's high school students, equipping 

them to be the enterprising individual and entrepreneurial thinkers who contribute to the economic 

development of Christian County. 

Vision Statement 

CEO Graduates demonstrate entrepreneurial thinking and a thirst for life-long learning. They are ready 

to compete in the global economy and are inspired to contribute to the economic development of 

Christian County. 

Culture 

We have a very active and accountable Board of Directors with excellent communication. We are a 

working board continuously involved in our class and in collaboration with our facilitator. 

 

Front Row:  Sophie Tremblay, Ivy Fry, Jessica Winter, Lauren Bailey, Myah Herbord 

Back Row:  Kyle Kuntzman, Ben Robinson, Luke Puckett, Jr., Kenneth Alcala 



 

 

2016 Christian County CEO Class 
 

   

Kenneth Alcala 
 

Cars are a passion of Kenneth Alcala’s of Edinburg.  Kenneth has 
announced that DMDecals will market, produce and apply custom vinyl 
stickers and wraps to autos, golf cars and more.  The custom wraps are 
applied directly over the original paint of the vehicle. The wraps are easily 
removed and can be used for advertising businesses or just to show your 
personality.  Reasonable prices, quick response and efficiency are at the 
heart of DMDecals. Kenneth can be reached at (217) 823.3815 or find 
DMDecals on Facebook. 
 

Kenneth states, “How helpful the life lessons you learn and the obstacles 
you go through and learn how to achieve.  An entrepreneur is a doer not a 
dreamer” 
 

After graduation from Edinburg High School, Kenneth plans to grow his 
business and work at A Cut Above Lawn Care. 

 

 

Lauren Bailey 

Lauren Bailey of Owaneco and Ivy Fry of Pana form a partnership called 
Elandi based upon their love of outdoors.  At Elandi one will find handcrafted 
papercete pots with a select variety of locally homegrown flowers.  Stem 
flowers and bouquets will be available as well. Lauren and Ivy can be 
contacted at 98elandi@gmail.com or by phone at (217) 827.8820 or (217) 
823.9184 or find Elandi-Garden pots and such on Facebook or  
98_elandi on Instagram.   

 

Lauren states, “I was surprised that the class actually created two real 
business plans and didn't just write them down on paper, but actually 
successfully carried out our plans. One of the most important concepts I have 
taken away from CEO is – Do what you say, Do it when you say you will, and 
Communicate along the way.” 
 
After graduation from First Baptist Christian Academy, Lauren plans to attend 
College of the Ozarks and major in Hotel and Restaurant Management. 

 

tel:%28217%29761-6546


 

 

2016 Christian County CEO Class 
 

 

 

Myah Herbord 

At MH Photography you will find a never ending supply of creativity.  Myah 

Herbord of Pana is excited to follow her passion and announce the opening of 

MH Photography.  Myah began taking professional photos two years ago and 

through CEO a business was born. MH Photography features reasonable 

pricing and a family friendly environment.  Seniors, newborns, and families are 

Myah’s specialty.   Contact Myah at mhphotography06@gmail.com 

Myah states, “The CEO Class surprised me in many ways. One that really 

resonated with me was the fact of how many businesses there actually are in 

Christian County, and how involved they are in the community. My one 

takeaway from CEO is that no matter what career path you choose, the ability 

to communicate effectively is essential in being successful.” 

After graduation from Pana High School, Myah plans to attend Lake Land 

College in Mattoon, then transfer to Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville 

and major in accounting. 

 

Ivy Fry 

Ivy Fry of Pana and Lauren Bailey of Owaneco form a partnership called 

Elandi based upon their love of outdoors.  At Elandi one will find 

handcrafted papercete pots with a select variety of locally homegrown 

flowers.  Stem flowers and bouquets will be available as well. Lauren and 

Ivy can be contacted at 98elandi@gmail.com or by phone at 

(217)827.8820 or (217)823.9184 or find Elandi-Garden pots and such 

on Facebook or 98_elandi on Instagram.   

Ivy states, “I was surprised by the student driven structure. I appreciated 

the opportunity to focus on topics that were relevant and interesting to 

our class as the year progressed. There were many things that I learned 

through CEO, but the one main thing I have taken away is that there are 

more businesses and opportunities in Christian County than I realized. I 

was given a greater awareness of the business men and women in 

Taylorville and was able to make strong business connections with 

them.”  

After graduation from First Baptist Christian Academy, Ivy plans to attend 

college and major in Business Management. 

tel:%28217%29761-6546
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Kyle Kuntzman 

Kyle Kuntzman of Taylorville shares his love and passion for sports which 
led him to Just Jerseys.  NFL, MLB and NBA jerseys are available at an 
affordable price.  Kyle says sales the first couple of weeks have been 
strong and customers are impressed with the quality.  Kyle can be 
contacted at kgk32298@gmail.com or find Just Jerseys on Facebook. 

Kyle states, “The class surprised me because it was the best decision I've 
ever made my entire high school career! I have learned more in this class 
than any other class I have ever taken! My one takeaway was the network I 
have created with business people in the community that I would have 
probably never come in contact with without CEO.” 

After graduation from Taylorville High School, Kyle plans to attend SIUe 
and major in mass communications.  Kyle plans to extend this process into 
college and use his dorm room as a selling point. 

 

Luke Puckett Jr. 

Luke Puckett Jr. of Stonington founded Puckwicks Candle Company.  

Fragrant soy wax candles are at the heart of Puckwicks Candle Company.  

Customers will find the products affordable. Luke can be contacted at 

puckwicks@yahoo.com or find Puckwicks on Facebook. 

Luke states, CEO surprised me with how real the class was. My one 

takeaway is that life like business is always changing.” 

After graduation from Taylorville High School, Luke plans to attend Eastern 

and major in history. 



 

 

2016 Christian County CEO Class  
 

Ben Robinson 
Turning old things into new is a favorite hobby of Ben Robinson.  Through 
CEO Ben is opening Ben’s Tinkering in Taylorville, a multi-faceted 
business.  Ben’s Tinkering provides 3D printing services, hydrographics 
for small items, and repurposed-custom items.  Contact Ben at 
benstinkering@gmail.com 

Ben states, “The CEO class was nothing like I expected it was way more 

involved and interesting then I thought it would be! I love CEO it's the best 

class I’ve ever had. There are too many points to list for this but I think that 

the most important thing I will take away is to follow the core values of CEO. 

Do what you say you will do, do it when you say you will do it, and 

communicate while doing it.” 

After graduation from Taylorville High School, Ben will attend Lincoln Land 

Community College and major in accounting. 

Sophie Tremblay 
Sophie Tremblay of Taylorville finds her new business relaxing.  Sophie 

finds making Enchanted Moments aromatherapy bath essentials helps her 

wind down from a long day. Enchanted Moments will offer varieties of bath 

essentials; including bath bombs, bath salts, body scrubs, bubble bars, face 

masks, and soaps.  Customers will find the products affordable.  Sophie can 

be contacted at e.momentsbus@gmail.com, or by phone at (217)761.6546 

or find Enchanted Moments on Facebook. 
 

Sophie states, “The CEO class has taught me many new skills and 

knowledge. I was surprised with how hands-on the entire class was. All of 

the business tours helped me understand each process of the business so 

much easier than if a person was trying to explain it all to me without seeing 

what they were talking about. My main takeaway(s) from this class were all 

of the wise quotes made by speakers we have listened to and how mature I 

have become throughout the class.” 
 

After graduation from Taylorville High School, Sophie plans to attend the 

University of Illinois at Springfield or Lincoln Land Community College and 

major in marketing. 

mailto:e.momentsbus@gmail.com
tel:%28217%29761-6546
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Jessica Winter 
Jessica Winter of Pana follows her passion for designing horse show 
clothing at DKJ Designs and Show Clothing.   Jessica was never 
interested in wearing others designs at shows, so she began to create her 
own style. Pretty soon, close friends were asking Jessica to design jackets 
for them, and her business grew from there. Jessica enjoys designing 
jackets, working with clients, and watching them wear her designs in the 
show arena. DKJ Designs and Show Clothing, founded a year ago, has 
national and international sales. Contact Jessica at 217.823.3919 or 
dkjdesigns1@gmail.com 

Jessica states, “Creating my own business has been a life changing 
journey, and one of the most amazing experiences I have ever had the 
opportunity to participate in. Overall, CEO has helped immensely with my 
business, and in life. I would recommend the program to anyone, due to 
the amazing entrepreneurial thinking, and lessons I have learned 
throughout the course of the class. Even if you, as a CEO student, do not 
plan on continuing a lifelong business endeavor CEO is still a class worth 
taking, CEO is a class for a life time of real life experiences and lessons.” 

After graduation from Pana High School, Jessica plans to continue her 
business and expanding the DKJ Designs and Show Clothing market.  
Jessica also plans to attend Lake Land Community College and major in 
Ag Business. 

 

 

Revenues 

Investor Donations   $48,000 

Contributor Donations   $15,181 

     $63,181 

Financial Report 
 

Expenses 

Facilitator Expense    $32,505 

Midland Institute Fee    $20,000 

Administrative Support Expense   $  4,768 

Legal Fees     $       50 

Web Design Expense    $  2,340 

Student Support    $  1,350 

Classroom Supplies    $    168 

Annual Report and Trade Show   $  2,000 

      $63,181 

mailto:dkjdesigns1@gmail.com


 

 

2016 Christian County CEO Activities 
 

 

 48 business Investors and other contributors, funded a first year 

CEO operations budget of approximately $63,000 and there were 

no expenses to the four participating school districts or the students. 
 

 Four businesses served as our classroom sites during the school 

year: Taylorville Memorial Hospital, Peoples Bank in Pana, 
Battery Specialists & Golf Cars and M.B.M. 
 

 Students visited over 20 Christian County businesses. 

 Over 25 speakers, from the Christian County business community, 

came to our class and shared their business wisdom and experience 
with the students. 
 

 Students had the opportunity to speak publically about their CEO 

experience at 12 different community events or public speaking 

engagements. 

 There were approximately 20 guests and visitors to our classroom 

sites. 

 Students created and developed three separate business plans. 
 

 Students created and managed a T-shirt business, hosted a class 
business event and started their own personal business. 
 

 As a result of the abovementioned business related activities, 

students created gross revenues of approximately $14,000. 
 

 They created from business related activities, net profits of 

approximately $9,200. 
 

 Understanding the importance of “giving back” to their communities, 

students donated from their net profits, $841.30 to Relay for Life. 

 Each student received $1,000 to start their own businesses. 
 

 Students participated and sold T-shirts at the Taylorville Chillifest and 
at other events, during the school year. 
 

 Nine business people from Christian County donate their time and 

serve as mentors for our students. 
 

 Students have formed long lasting relationships with business 
leaders, those in education, and community leaders from throughout 
Christian County. 
 

 As a result of their business contacts and relationships, students have 
evolved into confident, capable business people, before they 
graduate from high school. 

 



 

 

 Business and Individual Investors 
 

Business Investors 

Advanced Title Group 

AGCO/The GSI Group 

Ahlstrom Filtration LLC 

Anderson Jewelers, Inc. 

Anonymous 

Battery Specialists & Golf Cars 

Cliff & Diane Beatty 

Bertrand Hopper Memorial Foundation 

Blue Ston Farms 

Bob Ridings Family of Dealerships 

Breeze Courier 

City of Taylorville 

Cleeton’s Sanitation Service 

CNB Bank & Trust, N.A. 

Computer Techniques, Inc. 

County of Christian 

Curvey Real Estate 

Eric Kahle State Farm Insurance Agent 

First National Bank in Taylorville 

First National Bank of Pana 

Hickman, Specha, Steiner and Beckley LLP 

Landmark Automotive Group 

Louis Marsch, Inc. 

MBM 

McMillan Landscaping Co. 

Michel Partnership 

Midland Community Bank 

Miller Media Group 

Milling Millwork Contracting Inc. 

Pages Body Shop 

 

 Pana Community Hospital 

Pana Palladium 

People’s Bank & Trust 

Shelby Electric Co-op 

Spurling Title, Inc. 

Taylorville Community Credit Union 

Taylorville Kiwanis Club 

Taylorville Memorial Hospital 

Taylorville Sertoma Club 

US Bank, N.A. 

Yard Heating and Cooling  

 

Individual Investors 

Anonymous 

Janice Hart 

Ken Hart 

Bill Hopper 

Marilyn Hopper 

Wayne Rosenthal  

 

“The biggest 

honor I've had as 

a board member 

of the Christian 

County CEO 

Program, is to see 

the spark and 

excitement in the 

faces of the 

students in the 

program, whose 

lives have been 

changed!" 

-Randy Miller, 

Board Member  



 

 

Contributors 
 

Anonymous 

Blakely Heating, Cooling and Plumbing 

Greg Brotherton 

Tim & Janet Butcher 

Citizens Bank of Edinburg 

Davis Memorial Christian Church 

Dimond Bros. Insurance 

Edinburg Herald Star 

Amy Gill 

Pavi Gill, MD, JD 

Illinois Federation of Business Women 

Bruce & Meg Kettelkamp 

Dee Krueger 

Craig & Beth Lindvahl 

Jerry Lowery 

McDonald's of Taylorville 

Midwest Meter, Inc. 

Mike & Jan McClure 

Optimist Club 

Pana Township 

Rene's Drug Store 

Mary Renner 

Sutton Memorial Homes, LTD 

Taylorville Public Schools Foundation 

United Way of Christian County 

Village of Edinburg  

  

 

 

I am grateful to everyone in Christian 

County who made the CEO Program 

a reality.  Christian County and our 

young adults have a bright future with 

CEO shining the way. 

Dee Krueger, Co-Chair 



 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Co-Chair 
Dee Krueger 
Lincoln Land Community 
College 
 
Co-Chair 
Mary Renner 
Christian County Economic 
Development Corporation 
 
Treasurer 
Ken Hart 
People’s Bank 
 
Secretary 
Patty Hornbuckle 
Greater Taylorville Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
Administrative Agent 
Marchelle Kasselbaum 
Regional Office of Education 
 
Board Member 
Greg Brotherton 
City of Taylorville 
 

Board Member 
Joe Curvey 
Curvey Real Estate 
 
Board Member 
Dr. Greggory Fuerstenau  
Taylorville School District 
 
Board Member 
Randy Miller 
Miller Media Group 
 
Board Member 
Michelle Reiss 
Edinburg School District 
 
Board Member 
Brenda Spurling 
Spurling Title, Inc. 
 
Board Member 
Heather Strom 
Pana School District 
 
Board Member 
Adam Vocks 
Computer Techniques, Inc.

“It has been a great pleasure working with the very bright and talented students who were a part of the 

first Christian County CEO class.  I think the word “class” says it all.  These students proved to be 

everything and more the CEO Board was seeking in the initial Christian County CEO class.  The 

students truly done an outstanding job in setting the standard which will make our program successful in 

the future.”                                                                                                             -Mary Renner, Co-Chair 

mailto:gfuerstenau@taylorvilleschools.com


 

 

Class Speakers 
 

Kim Bourne 
Taylorville Memorial Hospital 
 

Greg Brotherton 
City of Taylorville 
 

Danny Coker 
Battery Specialists and Golf Cars, Inc. 
 

Rick Cornell 
Grain Belt Express 
 

Karen Crawford 
Prospective Business Owner 
 
John Crist 
John Crist Excavating 
 
Amy Hagen 
US Bank 
 

Susan Hanfland 
Midland Institute of Entrepreneurship 
 

Myra Hoffman 
HIP Advertising 
 
Patty Hornbuckle 
Greater Taylorville Chamber of Commerce 
 

Marianne Jackson 
US Bank 
 
Jerry Jensen 
Jensen’s 
 
Lou Johnson 
MBM 
 
Dee Krueger 
Lincoln Land Community College 
 

Craig Lindvahl 
Midland Institute of Entrepreneurship 
 

Kevin Lust 
LLCC Small Business Development Center 
 
Seth McMillan 
McMillian Landscaping 
 

Randy Miller 

Miller Media Group 
 

Cheryl Mitchell 
Midland Institute of Entrepreneurship 
 

Bob Ridings 
Bob Ridings Ford, Inc. 
 

Ed Sakorski 
U of I Professor 
 
Kathy Sevener 
Queen Bee’s 
 

Josh Shallenberger 
Shelby Co-op 
 

Lori Simmons 
Battery Specialists & Golf Cars, Inc. 
 

Retired Judge Ronald Spears 

 

Mike Specha 
Hickman, Specha, Steiner and Beckley LLP 
 

Adam Vocks 
Computer Techniques, Inc. 

 
Tara Winter 
Illinois State Historical Society 

 



 

 

Business Tours 
 

 

Anderson Jewelers 

Battery Specialists 

Beyer Chiropractic Clinic 

Bob Ridings Ford 

City of Taylorville 

Computer Techniques, Inc. 

Dimond Brothers 

Domino Engineering 

Jensen’s 

LinkedIn 

MBM 

McDonald’s 

McMillan Landscaping Co. 

Milling Millwork Contracting Inc. 

Miller Media Group 

National Greenhouse 

Oak Terrace 

Pana News Pallidum 

Roadrunner Lawn Ornaments 

Spurling Title Company 

The Equity 

 

 

  

 

“The CEO program fills the gap of missing life skills from 

our standard education system.  While CEO is centered 

around “Entrepreneurial” skills, it could just as easily be 

called ‘Creating Opportunities,’ because that’s exactly what 

these skills provide.  Being very young when I started in the 

business world, these students have learned life skills that I 

didn’t learn until much later.  I’m a proud supporter of CEO 

and think that the economic impact of this one program 

will have a lasting change with each class that graduates.” 

                                                 -Adam Vocks, Board Member 

 

“Dreams are the treasure maps of the mind. 

Knowledge is the compass. Plot your life’s 

journey based on your dreams but use the 

knowledge you gain to chart the course.”  

Greg Brotherton, Board Member 

I think the CEO program is the best thing that 

has happened to Christian County in decades. 

                -Ken Hart, Treasurer 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

108 West Market Street, 2nd Floor 

Taylorville, IL  62568 

For more information: 

www.christiancountyceo.com 

Dee Krueger, Co-Chair 

Christian County CEO Advisory Board 

217.561.0578 

dee.krueger@llcc.edu 

Mary Renner, Co-Chair 

Christian County CEO Advisory Board 

217.638.5032 

ar.consult@att.net 

http://www.christiancountyceo.com/
mailto:dee.krueger@llcc.edu

